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Quaker Service Sweden’s Annual Report (summarised) for 2017 

To contribute to peace, reconciliation and respect for  
every person’s inviolability and equal value! 

This is how Quaker Service Sweden’s work is described in the guidelines accepted by Swe-

den Yearly Meeting in 2015. The guidelines also show that “our inspiration is love, equity, 

equality, community and mutual responsibility for a sustainable development”. 

Quaker Service Sweden (QSS) contributes to development work in various countries and supports  

Quakers in projects that they themselves initiate and run. This consists of fundraising and applying for 

Sida grants via our umbrella organisation Swedish Mission Council (SMC). The projects are followed 

through their various phases, from application to evaluation, and require ongoing contact, reporting 

back to SMC and field visits.  

Where relevant, the QSS committee co-opts people with special skills and interests. All the work is 

voluntary and committee members are only reimbursed for approved expenses. In Sida-financed pro-

jects, money for field visits is included in the grant.  

QSS has very low administration costs. Our accounts are audited annually by a chartered accountant 

and the approved Annual Report is part of Sweden Yearly Meeting’s own official reporting. QSS is an 

integral part of the Religious Society of Friends in Sweden, although its finances are independent from 

those of the Society in general. 

Information in English about Swedish Quakers and QSS can be found at http://www.kvakare.se/in-

english/ and http://www.kvakare.se/in-english/quaker-service-sweden/ respectively. 

QSS collaborates with other European Quaker Service organisations and is part of the worldwide 

Quaker network. See www.quaker.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is how we work so that the money goes to the right places:  

In 2017 the administrative costs amounted to 77,425 SEK, or 4.9% of the turnover. For this we re-

ceived Sida grants for administration which more than covered our costs. As all the work we do is vol-

untary, all the funds raised go to development work.  

http://www.kvakare.se/in-english/
http://www.kvakare.se/in-english/
http://www.kvakare.se/in-english/quaker-service-sweden/
http://www.quaker.org/
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2017 in a nutshell 
With grateful thanks to all our donors! The fundraising results were excellent thanks to your 

splendid responses to our three fundraising newsletters! 
 In 2017 QSS raised 319,176 SEK from 165 (159) donors.  

 The turnover in 2017 amounted to 1,544,799 SEK. 

 Contributions to our projects can be earmarked. 

 People often make financial contributions to celebrate someone’s birthday, anniversary, or in 

memory of someone who has died.     

 Our special olive branch thank-you card is appreciated by donors and recipients alike.  

Income in 2017 in SEK: (2016 in brackets) 2017 (2016) 

General gifts and contributions 217 976 (236 126) 

Earmarked contributions *) 101 200 (31 190) 

Donations, bequests and YM contribution 50 000 (0) 

Gifts: 369 176 267 313  

Interest – net 0 (0) 

Sida grant, project 932 540 (910 710) 

Sida grant, admin etc. 117 804 (111 737) 

Total * 1 419 520 (1 289 763) 
*) the total does not include our use of previously reserved funds; 125 279 SEK (88 892) 

 

Assets and liabilities  

On 31 December 2017 our liquid assets amounted to 209 678 SEK (352 609) and 2 334 SEK (0) in 

liabilities.  

We had short-term reserves of 1 889 SEK (1 291) and own capital amounted to 210 123 SEK 

(351 318), of which 31 927 SEK (147 566) was reserved for ongoing projects. 

 

In 2017 QSS used its funds as follows:  

 2017 (2016) 

Bangladesh (contributions 163,356 SEK, 14.5 %) 1 131 838 (1 076 251) 

Burundi 97 073 (94 445) 

Friends Schools Ramallah 35 431 (36 898) 

Am’ari Play Centre, Ramallah 122 152 (43 684) 

Russia                                                                       50 133  (0) 

Gaza via Quaker Service Norway 26 400 (17 052) 

Georgia 9 902 (15 106) 

SEFIR-S (Ethiopia) 20 000 (20 000) 

Total  1 492 929 (1 303 436) 

Other costs in 2017 

 2017 (2016) 

Administration 62 123 (57 254) 

Fundraising newsletters 15 302 (18 637) 

Total (of total turnover, 5.5 %) 77 425  (75 891)
  

Total costs 2017: 1 570 354 SEK (1 379 327).  

Result in 2017: - 25 555 SEK (- 672) 
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Bangladesh 

Throughout SUS’s 30-year history, protecting the harvests and people from the annual floods has al-

ways been a priority. In 2017 the floods were catastrophic, and were naturally associated with climate 

change. Some 90% of the spring harvest was lost, which resulted in higher food prices and a shortage 

of rice. Thanks to extra funds being made available, QSS was able to contribute to the disaster fund. 

At the end of 2017 the application 

for Sida funding was accepted by 

the Swedish Mission Council for 

2018-20. During this period the 

work in Kendua will be phased out 

and a new area in Mymensingh 

will benefit from SUS’s holistic 

village development programme. 

This time, two Swedish SUS sup-

port groups are included and will 

also contribute to the work. 

Climate change, increased reli-

gious extremism and political in-

stability were three of the chal-

lenges raised by the SUS manage-

ment when Sue Glover Frykman 

and Görel Råsmark visited the or-

ganisation at the end of December. Anxiety about the future was tempered by the staff’s enthusiasm 

and stamina, the project participants’ joy and pride at their own development and that of their families 

and villages. 

The SUS working model, with a three year introduction, three year consolidation and three year phase 

out, is very sustainable. A women’s group in the Mymensingh area reported on their small business 

successes and how they in the group were eager to continue to support each other when SUS no longer 

facilitated the work. 

Burundi 

In recent years the violence has become much more obvious in Burundi. Since the Swedish Ministry 

for Foreign Affairs advises against travelling to the country, it has not been possible for QSS to visit 

the projects it supports there. However, our sister organisation, Quaker Service Norway, was able to 

visit the projects in December. The food and farming project that began in 2007 has been very 

successful.  The fertile soil can now, with 

local training sessions and better techniques, 

produce better crops and surpluses that 

families can sell. During a week’s basic 

course on new cultivation techniques people 

learn about food security, HIV/AIDS, peace 

issues, climate change and about the situation 

for those returning from Tanzania. The 

centres that have been up and running the 

longest have formed cooperatives and are 

self-motivated. 150 households are linked to 

5 centres. The training has been extended to 

several areas and new cooperatives have 

been formed. At one centre, 3 acres of land 

have produced 6 tonnes of maize and 8 

tonnes of beans. Some centres are also 

raising cattle for manure and have started to keep bees. Honey is a good source of income for 

Ungdomsgrupp visar stolt upp vad man åstadkommit 

Working together produces better crops 
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individual families and the project itself. One anxiety is the risk of insect damage and how to store the 

harvest. Many outsiders are also curious to know how the work is pursued and are eager to buy seeds. 

Knowledge therefore spreads like ripples on water. An evangelical bishop, a non-Quaker, also praised 

the project and talked about its importance during a recent visit to Sweden. As from 2017, the only 

available money from QSS is from earmarked contributions – but in Burundi every Swedish crown 

makes a difference. 

  

Ethiopia 

Through the organisation SEFIR-S, Support for Ethiopian Former Inmates Rehabilitation Sweden, 

QSS supports young people with a criminal record who, after their release, need protection and sup-

port so that they do not reoffend. The training that the young people are offered is practical. Several 

girls have been trained in catering and have found jobs. The organisation is now looking at other sec-

tors where the young people can work as apprentices. There are plans to start income generating activ-

ities in Ethiopia. In Sweden, SEFIR-S has applied for Sida support. 

  

Georgia 

Unemployment is a major problem in Georgia today. It is difficult for people to afford higher educa-

tion and even for young people with a good education, unemployment is a threat. Together with his 

Quaker Meeting, Mikheil Elizbarashvili explored which professions had good future prospects and as 

a result started a floristry training project. Around 20 Georgians are now offered a two-month 

theoretical and practical training course each year and can look forward to a secure income. QSS 

supports the project, which is mostly run on a voluntary basis. 

   

Palestine 

Through Quaker Service Norway we support 13 preschools run by the Palestinian Early Childhood 

Education Programme (PECEP) in 8 of Gaza’s refugee camps. Around 1,300 5-year-olds are now able 

to play in a safe environment each day. Many of the children in Gaza are traumatised, so the coopera-

tion with the Gaza Community Mental Health Programme is important. Psychologists from the organi-

sation support the children and their families. Every school has a therapy room and the children are 

able to process their experiences through drama etc. 

The Friends Schools in Ramallah continue to develop the programme for children with special educa-

tional needs. QSS is one of the major supporters of the Learning Support Programme, the aim being 

that every individual pupil will be able to develop to the full. As far as is possible the pupils are in-

cluded in the ordinary classes.  

The UN’s refugee camp in Al Am’ari was established in 1949 and today has more than 10,000 inhabit-

ants. Quakers have supported the Am’ari Play Centre since 1974. Many families have seen generation 

after generation grow up in the camp without any improvement in their living conditions. The Play 

Centre and its activities are a sign of hope in an environment permeated by despair. 

 

Russia 

The planned final conferences with the teachers using our newly translated educational material from 

nature schools in Sweden have now taken place. Some funds have been reserved for a follow-up semi-

nar in 2018, during which the effects of the project will also be evaluated.  

Internal and external work 

The collaboration between northern European Quaker committees working with development and 

peace was strengthened in 2017. At the end of the year the four organisations (in Sweden, Norway, 
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Germany and The Netherlands) agreed to continue with a draft of a joint project and to invite other 

committees to participate.  

Each year SMC offers its member organisations a number of seminars. QSS participates in supervision 

days (with a focus on project administration), members’ days (with a focus on exchanges of experi-

ences and information from SMC) and the annual meeting. 

Our aim is to make QSS more widely known. An example of this is Annika Hollsing being invited to 

talk about our work at the Elin Wägner Society’s annual meeting. 

We welcome ideas for increasing our fundraising. One example is the initiative of a Quaker in Stock-

holm to sell homemade rusks in aid of QSS. 

Our fundraising newsletter is sent out to all members and all other donors.  

The committee met four times in 2017 and has maintained regular contact, mainly via email. 

You can find out more about our work here: http://www.kvakare.se/in-english/quaker-service-sweden/  

 

Grateful thanks to all our donors! 

Stockholm, 2018-02-17 

 

For Quaker Service Sweden 

Görel Råsmark Bodil Wandt Annika Hollsing 

Clerk 

 

Tofte Frykman Helge Sonntag   

Treasurer 

 

 

Auditor: Stefan Kanesco (chartered accountant) 
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Guidelines for QSS work 
 

Quaker Service Sweden is an independent body within the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in 

Sweden. Its aim is to: 

- Support development work in other countries 

- Raise funds and apply for grants for this purpose 

- Represent Swedish Quakers in international development work  

 

QSS supports projects, not individuals. Projects must reflect our Quaker values and tradition: 

- Projects should contribute to peace, reconciliation and respect for every person’s in-

violability and equal value. To combat poverty is to build peace. 

- Our inspiration is love, equity, equality, community and mutual responsibility for a 

sustainable development.  

- Projects should be conducted with respect for different philosophies of life. 

- We believe in the goodness of every human being.  

Projects should: 

- Be oriented towards self-help. 

- Involve those for whom the project is intended already at the planning stage.  

- Be eventually handed over to the people themselves and become independent. 

 

QSS finances are audited by a chartered accountant.   

QSS work is overseen by a committee, the members of which are chosen by Sweden 

Yearly Meeting. 

 

 


