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Summary of Quaker Service Sweden’s Annual Report 2018  

 

To contribute to peace, reconciliation and respect for  

every person’s inviolability and equal value! 

This is how Quaker Service Sweden’s work is described in our guidelines. The 

guidelines also show that “our inspiration is love, equity, equality, community 

and mutual responsibility for a sustainable development”.  

Quaker Service Sweden (QSS) contributes to development work in various coun-

tries and supports Quakers in projects that they themselves initiate and run. 

This consists of fundraising and applying for Sida grants via our umbrella or-

ganisation Swedish Mission Council (SMC). The projects are followed through 

their various phases, from application to evaluation, and require ongoing con-

tact, reporting back to SMC and field visits.   

Where relevant, the QSS committee co-opts people with special skills. All the 

work is voluntary and committee members are only reimbursed for approved ex-

penses. In Sida-financed projects, money for field visits is included in the grant. 

QSS has very low administration costs. Our accounts are audited annually by a 

chartered accountant and the approved Annual Report constitutes part of Swe-

den Yearly Meeting’s own official reporting. QSS is part of the Religious Society 

of Friends in Sweden, although its finances are independent from those of the 

Society in general.  

Information in English about Swedish Quakers and QSS can be found at 

http://www.kvakare.se/in-english/ and http://www.kvakare.se/in-english/quaker-

service-sweden/ respectively.  

QSS collaborates with other European Quaker Service organisations and is part 

of the worldwide Quaker network. See www.quaker.org    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is how we work so that the money goes to the right places: 

In 2017 the administrative costs amounted to 88,441 SEK, or 5% of the turnover. For 

this we received Sida grants for administration that more than covered our costs. As all 

the work we do is voluntary, all the funds raised go to development work.   

  

http://www.quaker.org/
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2018 in a nutshell 
 
We are grateful to all our donors for a very good fundraising year!  
 

 In 2018 QSS raised 341 866 SEK from 159 (2017:165) donors.  

 The turnover in 2018 amounted to 1,785,950 SEK (1,544,799 in 2017). 

 

Income 2018 2017 

General gifts and contributions 244 836 217 976 

Earmarked contributions  97 030 101 200 

Donations, bequests and YM contribution 0 50 000 

Gifts: 341 866 369 176 

Interest – net 0 0 

Sida grant, project 1 284 943 932 540 

Sida grant, administration etc. 151 395 117 804 

Total *) 1 778 204 1 419 520 
*) the total does not include our use of previously reserved funds; 7 746 SEK (125 279). 

 

 

In 2018 QSS used its funds as follows: 2018 2017 

Bangladesh 1 441 122 1 131 838 

Burundi 62 391 97 073 

Rwanda, one-off contribution 11 738 0 

Friends Schools Ramallah 45 739 35 431 

Am’ari Play Centre, Ramallah 52 027 122 152 

Russia 5 850 50 133 

Gaza via Quaker Service Norway 29 555 26 400 

Georgia 10 000 9 902 

SEFIR-S (Ethiopia) 20 000 20 000 

Total  1 678 422 1 492 929 
 
Administration and donations 2018 2017 

Administration 60 590 62 123 

Fundraising newsletters 27 851 15 302 

Total (of total turnover 5.0 %) 88 441 77 425 

Total expenditure  1 766 863 1 570 354 

Result  19 087  – 25 555 

 
Assets prior to 2019 

On 31 December 2018 our liquid assets amounted to 257 314 SEK (209 678) and 0 SEK 

(2 334) in liabilities. We had short-term debts of 0 SEK (1 889) and own capital 

amounted to 257 314 SEK (210 123), of which 60 031 SEK (31 927) was reserved for on-

going projects. 
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Bangladesh 

Throughout SUS’s 30-year history, protecting the harvests and people from the annual 

floods has always been a priority. In 2018 the floods were much worse than usual and 

the population was forced to acknowledge that climate change was a contributory factor.  

Some of the spring harvest was lost, which resulted in higher food prices and a shortage 

of rice. QSS was able to make an extra contribution of 57 000 SEK from donated funds. 

Shakila lives in the village of Suhila, outside 

Mymensingh, with her mother, father, brother 

and sister. As the family couldn’t afford her 

schooling, she helped her mother in the house. 

SUS opened a school in the village and invited 

Shakila to attend free of charge and with free 

school books. She soon proved to be a very 

good pupil, with a special talent for reciting 

poetry. School changed her life. Her brother, 

who helped out in the vegetable market, joined 

the youth group started by SUS and is learn-

ing about how to live a better life. Their 

mother is a now member of the School Committee, has also started to study and one day 

hopes to become a teacher.  

Shakila’s aunt is a member of the village’s pregnant women’s work team, which carries 

out regular controls for safe childbirth. In Bangladesh older people’s opinions are very 

important, especially at the family level. SUS has therefore involved her aunt in the stop 

violence against women’s group, which also works to prevent early marriage and vio-

lence in the family. 

SUS’s working model of a three year introduction, three years of consolidation and a 

three year phase out, is very sustainable. Members of a women’s group in the My-

mensingh area have reported on their small business successes and how they have 

pledged to continue to support each other. 

Burundi 

In the Gitega area the work on improving cultivation techniques and seed quality 

and preventing soil erosion by planting trees continues. Many centres are now self-

sufficient and new ones have opened. 

Interest in taking part in and learning 

more about the work is considerable 

and in 2018 130 new households be-

came involved and many more took 

part in study visits and different kinds 

of cooperation. The bean and maize 

harvests were bumper ones, which 

meant that some of the crops could also 

be sold.  The potato, cabbage and soya 

bean crops were also successful. Bee-

keeping and rabbit breeding are also 

spreading in the area as sources of in-

come. Despite the unrest in different 

parts of the country, three ethnic 

groups – Tutsi, Hutu and Twa – have been able to work side by side in the project 

Working together leads to better crops 
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areas, which has led to stability, peace and reconciliation. The aim is to spread the 

work further as the economy allows. QSS contributes with ear-marked gifts and do-

nated funds. Every single krona makes a big difference in Burundi. 

 

Ethiopia 

Through the organisation SEFIR-S, Support for Ethiopian Former Inmates Rehabilita-

tion Sweden, QSS supports young people with a criminal record – mainly girls –who, af-

ter their release, need protection and support in their quest for independence. An im-

portant aspect of this is offering educational courses that enable them to earn a living. 

Several teenage girls are now in employment and are doing well. 

 

Georgia 

Quakers in Georgia have worked for a long time with projects aimed at reducing the ten-

sions between different ethnic groups. In 2018 no new project was started, but funds 

have been set aside for future work. We are happy to be able to support Friends in East-

ern Europe. 

 

Palestine 

Ramallah Friends School continues to develop its Learning Support Programme for chil-

dren with different educational needs. QSS is one of the main contributors to the pro-

gramme, which accommodates some 100 children. The school teaches Quaker values and 

the principal tells QSS that “Inclusive schools like this help to develop the society, where 

everyone is of equal value and have the same opportunities to participate.” 

The UN’s refugee camp in Al Am’ari was established in 1949 and today has more than 

10,000 inhabitants. Quakers have supported the Am’ari Play Centre since 1974. Many 

families have seen generation after generation grow up in the camp without any im-

provement in their living conditions. The Play Centre and its activities are a sign of hope 

in an environment permeated by despair. 

Through Quaker Service Norway we support 13 preschools run by the Palestinian Early 

Childhood Education Programme (PECEP) in 8 of Gaza’s refugee camps. Around 1,300  

5-year-olds are now able to play in a safe environment each day. As many of the children 

in Gaza are traumatised, the cooperation with the Gaza Community Mental Health Pro-

gramme is important. Psychologists from the organisation support the children and their 

families. Every school has a therapy room and the children are able to process their ex-

periences through drama etc. 
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Gaza has experienced difficulties in the cooperation with the authorities in Ramallah 

and following the withdrawal of UNRWA support. It is clear that fewer families are now 

able to afford the preschool fees, which in turn reduces the preschools’ income. The staff 

are now on half-pay during the summer months. QSS fundraising in Norway and Swe-

den is vital if the work is to continue.  

Rwanda.  

In March the Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) asked for emergency 

help for Quakers in Rwanda to install lightning conductor rods on all their churches due 

to a new government ruling so that they could continue to remain open. We sent £1,000 

(11,738 SEK) and received grateful thanks, news that the necessary sums had been 

raised and that the churches are now able to function as normal.  

Internal and external work 

QSS is involved in a collaboration between Quaker service committees in Norway, Ger-

many and the Netherlands to jointly finance the development of an Alternatives to Vio-

lence Programme.  

Each year SMC invites its member organisations to attend various seminars. QSS par-

ticipates in supervisory days (with a focus on project administration), members’ days 

(with a focus on exchanges of experiences and information from SMC) and the annual 

meeting. Supervising officers from SMC attended a QSS committee meeting at the 

Friends Centre in Stockholm in connection with a visit from SUS, Bangladesh. 

Our fundraising newsletter is sent out to all members and all other donors.   

The committee met five times in 2018 and maintained regular contact throughout the 

year, mainly via email.  

You can read more about our work here: http://www.kvakare.se/in-english/quaker-ser-

vice-sweden/ 

   

Many thanks to all our donors for your support!  

Stockholm, 2019-02-17 

 

For QSS 

Görel Råsmark Arnold Langefors Annika Hollsing 

Clerk 

 

Tofte Frykman Anna Crumley-Effinger   

Treasurer 

 

 

Auditor: Martin Nääs, chartered accountant, PwC  
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Guidelines for QSS work 
 

Quaker Service Sweden is an independent body within the Religious Society 

of Friends (Quakers) in Sweden. Its aim is to:  

- Support development work in other countries  

- Raise funds and apply for grants for this purpose 

- Represent Swedish Quakers in international development work 

 

QSS supports projects, not individuals. Projects must reflect our Quaker values 

and tradition: 

- Projects should contribute to peace, reconciliation and respect for every 

person’s inviolability and equal value. To combat poverty is to build peace  

- Our inspiration is love, equity, equality, community and mutual responsi-

bility for a sustainable development 

- Projects should be conducted with respect for different philosophies of life 

- We believe in the goodness of every human being.  

Projects should: 

- Be oriented towards self-help  

- Involve those for whom the project is intended already at the planning 

stage  

- Be eventually handed over to the people themselves and become inde-

pendent 

QSS finances are audited by a chartered accountant. 

QSS work is overseen by a committee, the members of which are appointed 

by Sweden Yearly Meeting. 

 


