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Summary of Quaker Service Sweden’s Annual Report for 2019
Quaker Service Sweden’s work is based on peace,
reconciliation and respect for all
Quaker Service Sweden (QSS) contributes to development work in various countries
and supports Quakers in projects that they themselves initiate and run. This consists
of fundraising and applying for Sida grants via our umbrella organisation Swedish
Mission Council (SMC). The projects are followed through their various phases,
from application to evaluation, and require ongoing contact, reporting back to SMC
and field visits.
QSS collaborates with other European Quaker Service organisations and is part of
the worldwide Quaker network. See www.quaker.org
QSS has very low administration costs. Our accounts are audited annually by a chartered accountant, which in 2019 are included in Sweden Yearly Meeting’s own official financial report. At the end of 2019 QSS became an independent association
(there are more details about this later in the report).
QSS work is inspired and guided by “love, equity, equality, community and mutual
responsibility for a sustainable development”.
Information about QSS in English can be found at https://www.kvakare.se/in-english/quaker-service-sweden/

This is how we work so that the money goes to the right places:

In 2019 the administrative costs amounted to 97 361 SEK, or 5.6 % of the turnover. For this
we received a Sida grant for administration, which more than covered our costs. As all the
work we do is voluntary, all the funds raised go to development work.
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2019 in a nutshell
We are grateful to all our donors for a very good fundraising year!

 In 2019 QSS raised 352 002 SEK from 159 (2018: 165) donors.
 The turnover in 2019 amounted to 1 734 567 SEK (1 778 204 SEK in 2018).
Income (in SEK)

2019

2018

General gifts and contributions
Earmarked contributions
Donations, bequests and YM contribution
Gifts:
Interest – net
Sida grant, project
Sida grant, administration etc.
Total

250 842
71 160
30 000
352 002
0
1 240 284
142 281
1 734 567

244 836
97 030
0
341 866
0
1 284 943
151 395
1 778 204

In 2019 QSS used its funds as follows:
Bangladesh
Burundi
Rwanda, special one-off contribution
Friends Schools Ramallah
Am’ari Play Centre, Ramallah
Friends Intl. Centre, Ramallah
Hlekweni Schools, Zimbabwe
Gaza via Quaker Service Norway
SEFIR-S (Ethiopia)
Summa

2019
1 383 897
75 299
0
43 779
54 576
6 262
12 585
25 000
20 000
1 621 398

2018
1 441 122
42 391
11 738
45 739
52 027
0
0
29 555
20 000
1 642 572

72 587
24 774
97 361

60 590
27 851
88 441

1 718 759
15 808

1 731 013
47 191

- 17 790
33 598

28 104
19 087

Administration and donations
Administration
Fundraising newsletters
Total administration
Total costs
Result prior to year-end appropriations
Year-end appropriations. Used/reserved
for ongoing projects
2019 result

Assets prior to 2020
On 31 December 2019 our liquid assets amounted to 263 113 SEK (257 314) and 19 876 SEK (0) in
liabilities. We had short-term debts of 27 501 SEK (0) and own capital amounted to 255 489 SEK
(257 314), of which 24 607 SEK (60 031) was reserved for ongoing projects.
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Bangladesh
During the year SUS worked in 17 villages in Kendua and 18 villages in Mymensingh in accordance
with its integrated approach. The concept continues to be developed and now includes pilot groups for
senior citizens and boys. The plan is to introduce such groups on a larger scale in the project period
2021-2023.
During a follow-up visit in March 2019 we
met many of the older men and women in the
senior clubs, who were proud that they now
had an important and meaningful role as village Elders and supporters of the youth
groups. They are also very active in helping to
stop child marriages in their villages.
In the newly formed boys clubs we heard
about how they discuss problems related to
education, drugs, social media dependency
and how to converse in a respectful way with

Senior club members working on their annual plan

girls. They support each other and have good role
models in the form of the SUS staff. They are able to
get together in meaningful ways though discussions,
games and sport, and have improved their quality of
life and faith in the future.
Activities like girls clubs, women’s groups, early
childhood education and primary schools continue to
strengthen the social networks in the villages. Counselling for pregnant women and contact with the medical services also continue to be developed in order to Boys discussing their problem-tree focus areas
strengthen safety and rights.

Burundi
Hoeing work in progress
The food and farming security project
continues in Burundi. Several of the village projects are now self-supporting and
more farming cooperatives are being
formed in the area. Many villagers want to
learn about new climate-smart cultivation
methods, and courses have been arranged
as a result. Climate-smart tree species are
cultivated in the cooperatives and then
planted out. Some species are quick growing and can be used as fuel, as well as provide shade when the sun is at its strongest.
Cabbages, carrots, onions, quinoa and amaranth are also grown – the latter being
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particularly rich in protein and used for porridge and flour.
In the dry season a lot of time is taken up with irrigation, which is necessary in order to produce better
crops for household use and for selling in the markets. This generates supplementary income that can
be used to e.g. send the children to school, or pay for health care.

Ethiopia
Through the organisation SEFIR-S, Support for Ethiopian Former Inmates Rehabilitation Sweden,
QSS supports young people – mainly girls – with a criminal record who, after their release, need protection and support in their quest for independence. An important aspect of this is offering educational
courses that enable them to earn a living. The organisation also provides a home-like environment for
the girls and well thought-through rehabilitation schemes.

Georgia
Quakers in Georgia have worked for a long time with projects aimed at reducing the tensions between
different ethnic groups. No new project was started in 2019, but in 2020 there are plans for work with
two minority ethnic groups.

Palestine
Friends School in Ramallah has a well-established programme for supporting pupils with special needs. Everyone
should have the right to education, but this can be difficult
for families whose children need extra help, especially as
they have to pay for such support themselves. Rana Toubassi Mustaklem is responsible for this work together with
8 full-time teachers.
In an earlier newsletter, Rana described that “We try to offer a stimulating learning environment across the entire
curriculum so that we can support individual pupils in the
best possible way and ensure that whatever their circumstances they are equipped to meet the challenges in their
education, work and life.”
Support for 13 preschools in Gaza in connection with
Quaker Service Norway continues. The preschools are
run by the Palestinian Early Childhood Education Programme in 8 of Gaza’s refugee camps.
Rana Toubassi Mustaklem

Most of the 2,500 children come from very poor families. The project was started by Quakers in the
1970s and is today an independent association providing modern teaching methods and assistance.
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The Gaza Community Mental Health Programme
helps many traumatised people and contributes to restoring people’s self-worth.
“Gaza Fun Weeks” were organised during the summer
of 2019 with lots of activities for children and young
people. It was a joyous event for everyone who took
part and for some was a life-changer.

Shaheera and her mother. Photo: GCMHP.

Shaheera is 14 years of age and has Downs Syndrome.
Unable to take part in sport or games, her self-confidence was at rock bottom. After the fun weeks GCMHP
and Shaheera’s mother enthusiastically talked about the
changes in her. Shaheera was made to feel included in
everything by the organisers and a new world was
opened to her – to the extent that she now believes in
herself!

Quaker Service Sweden is now an independent association
For some time Quaker Service Sweden has considered the advantages and disadvantages of being
a committee under the jurisdiction of Sweden Yearly Meeting. The difficulties of introducing effective administrative routines were discussed by the Yearly Meeting in 2018, which resulted in
the formation of a working group to explore the possible future organisation of QSS. The working
group consisted of a representative from the Yearly Meeting’s Clerks Committee, one from QSS,
and one from the Yearly Meeting’s membership. One year later, in November 2019, the group
recommended the formation of an independent association in order to guarantee “donor safety”
for those supporting QSS financially, and also to better facilitate the financial and administrative
routines of both QSS and the Yearly Meeting. The Yearly Meeting united on the formation of an
independent organisation and a constituent meeting for the new formation of QSS was held in November 2019. At the beginning of December, QSS was approved as a full member of the Swedish
Mission Council – the umbrella organisation through which QSS is able to apply for Sida grants.
QSS intends to maintain close and good relations with Sweden Yearly Meeting.

Internal and external work
QSS is involved in a collaboration between Quaker service committees in Norway, Germany and the
Netherlands with a view to jointly financing the development of an Alternative to Violence Programme. In 2019 work began on choosing an AVP partner, but as yet no financial support has been
agreed on or allocated.
Each year the Swedish Mission Council offers its member organisations a number of seminars and
workshops. Members of the QSS committee take part as many of these events as possible, e.g. on project administration, members’ days with a focus on exchanges of experiences and information from
SMC, and SMC’s annual meeting.
The QSS fundraising newsletter is sent to all members of Sweden Yearly Meeting and all other donors.
The QSS committee met five times in 2019 and maintained regular contact, mainly via email and
Skype.
You can read more about our work here: http://www.kvakare.se/in-english/quaker-service-sweden/
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QSS income in 2019: 1 734 718 SEK
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Guidelines for QSS work
Quaker Service Sweden is an independent body within the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers) in Sweden. Its aim is to:
-

Support development work in other countries

-

Raise funds and apply for grants for this purpose

-

Represent Swedish Quakers in international development work

QSS supports projects, not individuals. Projects must reflect our Quaker values and tradition:
-

Projects should contribute to peace, reconciliation and respect for every person’s inviolability and equal value. To combat poverty is to build peace

-

Our inspiration is love, equity, equality, community and mutual responsibility for a
sustainable development

-

Projects should be conducted with respect for different philosophies of life

-

We believe in the goodness of every human being.

Projects should:
-

Be oriented towards self-help

-

Involve those for whom the project is intended already at the planning stage

-

Be eventually handed over to the people themselves and become independent

QSS finances are audited by a chartered accountant.
QSS work is overseen by a committee, the members of which were chosen by Sweden
Yearly Meeting in 2019 for 2020.
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